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high. More than 4.7 million individuals in the United States were on pro-
bation or parole in 2012. This equates to 1 in 50 residents. This means that 
someone in one of your classes likely is, or has been, under some form of 
community supervision.

To provide a general introduction to probation and parole, we examine 
the following topics: (a) life as a probation or parole officer, (b) probation and 
parole caseloads, (c) daily challenges facing probation and parole officers,  
(d) juvenile probation, and (e) pros and cons of probation and parole.
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U.S. Adult Residents on Community Supervision, 
Probation, and Parole, 2000, 2005–2013TABLE 13.1

YEAR SUPERVISION PROBATION PAROLE

2000 1 in 46 1 in 55 1 in 291

2005 1 in 45 1 in 54 1 in 285

2006 1 in 45 1 in 53 1 in 283

2007 1 in 45 1 in 53 1 in 277

2008 1 in 45 1 in 54 1 in 279

2009 1 in 47 1 in 56 1 in 284

2010 1 in 48 1 in 58 1 in 281

2011 1 in 50 1 in 60 1 in 280

2012 1 in 50 1 in 61 1 in 284

2013 1 in 51 1 in 62 1 in 286
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